Metal nanoclusters: applications in environmental monitoring and cancer therapy.
Metal nanoclusters (NCs), with dimensions between metal atoms and nanoparticles, have attracted more and more attention due to their unique physical and chemical properties. With their size approaching the Fermi wavelength of electrons, metal NCs possess molecule-like properties and excellent fluorescence emission. Owing to their ultrasmall size, strong fluorescence, and excellent biocompatibility, they have been widely studied in environmental and biological fields concerning their applications. In this review, we will introduce the properties of metal NCs, mainly focusing on the synthesis of metal alloy NCs and the recent progress in their applications in environmental monitoring and cancer therapy.